
Citation: Durrani, Naureen (2010) Schooling the 'other' : the representation of gender and 

national  identities in Pakistani  curriculum texts.  Compare:  A Journal of  Comparative and 

International Education, 38 (5). pp. 595-610. ISSN 0305-7925 

Published by: ##publisher##

URL: ##official_url##

This  version  was  downloaded  from  Northumbria  Research  Link: 

http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/3726/

Northumbria University has developed Northumbria Research Link (NRL) to enable users to 

access the University’s research output. Copyright © and moral rights for items on NRL are 

retained by the individual author(s) and/or other copyright owners.  Single copies of full items 

can be reproduced,  displayed or  performed,  and given to  third parties in  any format  or 

medium for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes without prior 

permission or charge, provided the authors, title and full bibliographic details are given, as 

well  as a hyperlink and/or URL to the original metadata page. The content must  not  be 

changed in any way. Full items must not be sold commercially in any format or medium 

without  formal  permission  of  the  copyright  holder.   The  full  policy  is  available  online: 

http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html

This document may differ from the final, published version of the research and has been 

made available online in accordance with publisher policies. To read and/or cite from the 

published version of the research, please visit the publisher’s website (a subscription may be 

required.)

http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html


Schooling the 'other': the representation of gender and national identities in Pakistani
curriculum texts

Author: N. Durrani

Abstract

Until relatively recently, educational research in developing countries has focused mainly on issues of
access for addressing gender inequalities in education. This paper argues that challenging patriarchal
relations in schooling and education requires moving beyond access to understanding the ways the
curriculum acts as a set of discursive practices which position girls and boys unequally and differently
constitute them as gendered and nationalised/ist subjects. Using curriculum texts from Pakistan, the
paper explores how gender and national identities intersect in a dynamic way in the processes of
schooling. The paper illustrates the ideological power of both curriculum and school experiences in
fashioning the reciprocal performance and construction of gender and national identities in Pakistan. It
contends that in its current form, education is a means of maintaining, reproducing and reinforcing the
gender hierarchies that characterise Pakistan.


